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time in the desert itself. At the oasis sheep and cattle and goats are reared ; the Arab is a stock-raiser. Fruit, rice, and millet are grown; he is a small farmer. The chief tree at the oasis is the date palm. It is a tall straight tree whose stem can be used for timber and whose leaves can be used for making huts. The dates grow in bunches at the top and are used for food. The Arabs eat them fresh, dried, and cooked in many different ways. A handful of dates is a meal in itself, and dates are among the most important things that are sold in the little markets.
The Arab is also a trader; he sells to the people who pass through the oases as they make their way across the desert ^ and buys from them. Besides growing grain and rearing animals, the dwellers at the oasis dry dates, make leather out of goat-skins, pottery out of clay, and blankets and carpets out of the hair and wool of the animals they rear.
The houses are of stone or clay, without windows, to keep out the heat. They have flat roofs where the inhabitants sleep in order to be cooL The poorest people of all live in huts
